
Dear South Woods Families, 

I want to thank all of our students and families for your patience and support throughout the month of September and our 
reopening. As we ease into October after an opening like none other, one thing is certain - kids are kids, and kids need 
our help and support as always in making good choices and decisions.  Our students have done a terrific job of 
transitioning to school this year, and as they become more comfortable in this new environment, we have several 
important reminders.  Our Advisory teachers will review these points with all students and answer any questions, and we 
ask that you reinforce our community expectations at home. 

• Cell Phones:  Our general practice is “off and away during the day,” except when permitted by a teacher in a 
classroom for either instruction, down time, or dismissal arrangements.  Here are some do’s and don’ts that apply 
to both in-school and remote learners: 

o DO make sure you know your teachers’ expectations regarding cell phone use. 
o DO keep your phone away in the hallways and the indoor and outdoor common areas.  THIS IS A 

SCHOOL RULE.  We ask that students be aware of their surroundings while walking, and looking down 
on your phone as you travel is not a safe practice.  Students WILL be reminded in the hallways and 
common areas to keep their phones away. 

o DO use your phone responsibly as a communication and educational tool. 
o DON’T use private social media during the school day. 
o DON’T use your phone to harass or intimidate others.  Students who violate the Code of Conduct or 

Acceptable Use Policy may lose their cellphone privileges. 
o DON’T record or photograph classroom activities, classmates, or teachers without express 

permission.  This is a violation of privacy. 
o DON’T avoid the Health Office.  Texting a parent to be picked up from school is not permitted.  All early 

dismissals must take place through the Health Office or the Attendance Office. 

• Social Distancing: Our students are doing an outstanding job of wearing their masks. They could all use more 
reinforcement regarding the expectation for social distancing.  Please encourage them to stay to the right when 
traveling the hallways, leave space in front when passing through doorways behind another person, and maintain 
distancing even while outside. They are like human magnets and we understand how challenging this is, however 
we need their help in ensuring we stay in school! 

• “Passing” Time:  Please encourage your child to use the time between classes as “prep” time when they are 
not traveling outside of their cohort.  They may open Google Classroom and get ready for their next class, stretch 
by their desks, and chat with friends within their cohort rooms during this time.  They may NOT visit other cohorts 
or otherwise travel the building during this time, including to the restroom, as we are trying to avoid situations that 
create unnecessary contact.  All teachers will allow students out of class during the period if they need a restroom 
break – please encourage your child to ask when necessary.  If a student must use the restroom during the time 
between periods, they are asked to go to the Health Office. 

• Bell Schedule:  Effective Tuesday, October 13th we will be moving to a slightly shorter Advisory and adding one 
minute to each instructional period.  This will NOT impact arrival or dismissal.  A new bell schedule will be 
communicated prior to the 13th. 

• We look forward to seeing you on October 6th for our first-ever Virtual Middle School Open House beginning at 
7:00 PM.  Please use your child’s district Google Account to join their classes and meet their amazing teachers! 

Thank you as always for your trust in us as we work together to ensure a successful, safe year for all!  

Warmly, 

Ms. Burget 

 


